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the college admissions 
world. Read a summary 
of the scandal so far.   
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The swimming teams 
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adversity en route to 
Big East success. 
Features, Page 8
St. Patrick’s Day may 
be over, but there’s still 
an emoji review in the 
Features’ pot of gold. 
Immersion opportunities increase
Four new immersive learning courses for the fall, more to come in the spring
BY ELLEN SIEFKE
Editor-in-Chief
Criminal justice major 
James Waddell’s fall schedule 
was fairly typical for a college 
sophomore: Classes, extracur-
riculars and more filled his 
time. However, one class was 
anything but typical — the 
Inside-Out prison exchange 
program. Each week, Wad-
dell attended class with 14 
inmates at the Lebanon Coun-
ty jail, discussing topics like 
correctional officer training 
and injustices within the cor-
rectional system. Being im-
mersed in a community that 
completely differed from his 
own left a lasting impact.  
“I got to experience people 
from all walks of  life who did 
not want to be in the system 
in the first place. I really un-
derstood, from their point of  
view, the inhumanities of  be-
ing in the system,” Waddell 
said at a March 6 panel about 
immersive learning courses. 
“I had prejudices coming in 
about inmates — that they’re 
scary, the worst of  society 
— and after leaving this past 
semester, I just see them as 
humans. I mean, that’s what 
we should all see them as, hu-
mans, but just simplifying it. 
They’re human beings, they 
have goals in life, they want to 
get out, they want to pursue 
careers like I want to pursue 
law enforcement.”   
It’s experiences like Wad-
dell’s that define immersive 
learning and encompass its 
goals. And thanks to the Ei-
gel Center for Communi-
ty-Engaged Learning’s work 
throughout the past year, 
more opportunities to have 
these experiences are being 
created for students. The fall 
semester will see four new 
immersive learning courses, 
from marketing to philosophy, 
with plans to continue their 
expansion into the spring.    
According to Father Na-
than Wendt, a member of  the 
Eigel Center staff  and the 
program coordinator for Road 
Through Xavier, immersive 
learning combines academic 
coursework with immersion 
experiences in which students 
learn about social justice is-
sues facing communities.  
“Immersive learning is a 
curricular experience tied to 
academic coursework that 
immerses students with dif-
ferent communities, either 
locally, domestically or inter-
nationally, with professors,” 
Wendt said. “The focus of  the 
immersion is to start to build 
solidarity with other com-
munities and explore issues 
of  social justice within those 
communities.” 
The new immersive learn-
ing classes for the fall include 
Marketing 300, Philosophy 
333, Theology 345 and an 
Honors 300 interdisciplin-
ary philosophy and biology 
course. All four include some 
type of  immersion experi-
ence. For example, Theology 
345: The Challenge of  Peace 
will involve a weekend immer-
sion experience in Detroit at 
the Taproot Sanctuary, where 
students will learn about the 
history of  peace advocacy in 
Detroit as well as intentional 
living and racial justice within 
the city.  
Students can learn more 
about the fall 2019 courses ei-
ther through Road Through 
Xavier or by searching via the 
immersive learning attribute 
in the Banner course catalog.  
One of  the distinguish-
ing features of  an immersive 
learning course is its focus 
on community engagement 
and building relationships. In 
contrast with service learning 
courses, students do not enter 
communities specifically to 
provide a service but rather to 
listen and gain new perspec-
tives. They also have to meet 
specific learning outcomes, 
including analyzing systemic 
causes of  injustices within a 
community and demonstrat-
ing intercultural competence, 
per the Eigel Center’s immer-
sive learning web page.  
“There’s no task to be ac-
experienced.  
“I came back with a lot of  
internal dialogue. It’s really 
hard to explain,” Zapf  said. “I 
struggled with the fact that I 
saw things in Guatemala that 
you would never see in the 
United States, so that was the 
biggest takeaway.” 
Spanish professor Dr. Di-
ane Ceo-DiFrancesco said 
even though these experienc-
es can be challenging, they 
are important because they 
help students recognize a plu-
rality of  perspectives. Her 
Latino Voices in the Commu-
nity class, another immersive 
learning course, emphasizes 
active listening and providing 
a voice to the voiceless as part 
of  this process.  
Even though there are only 
four new classes for the fall, 
Wendt, Ceo-DiFranceso and 
the rest of  the Eigel Center 
staff  are continuing to work 
with faculty to expand the of-
ferings for the spring. They 
are currently exploring op-
tions within the history, En-
glish and psychology depart-
ments as well as looking to add 
more theology and business 
courses. They’re also look-
ing to expand internationally, 
with potential experiences in 
the Caribbean or Central and 
South America.  
Ultimately, Wendt said, the 
goal is that immersive learn-
ing experiences will become 
the norm for Xavier students.  
“(Students’) experiences 
of  having immersions have 
helped their world view and 
what they’re thinking about 
for their careers, how to ap-
proach their careers (and) 
what they will be doing,” 
Wendt said. “...Because of  
their potential impact, the uni-
versity has a priority to make 
more of  these experiences.”
complished for anyone when 
you’re having the immersion 
experience, but rather being 
with others and learning from 
others and being welcomed 
by others to have an experi-
ence in their life and learning 
about systemic issues,” Wendt 
said. “It’s supposed to shape 
students’ world views and 
also build relationship with 
people.” 
Waddell and senior occu-
pational therapy major Rachel 
Zapf  attested to this aspect 
of  their immersive experienc-
es at the panel. Zapf  said that 
before going to Guatemala 
for her immersive experience, 
students completed a prepara-
tory course that emphasized 
how to authentically learn 
from a community instead of  
being tourists.  
Another central component 
of  immersive learning classes 
is reflection. After returning 
to the United States, Zapf  
and her classmates wrote re-
flections about the program, 
which included a weeklong 
stay with a host family and a 
week working at an orphan-
age. She said she found it dif-
ficult to wrestle with what she 
Students taking Theology 345 in the fall will participate in a weekend immersion experience at the Taproot 
Sanctuary, an intentional community based in Detroit. The class is one of four new immersive learning courses. 
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Student Worker Feature: RAs
Student, community build-
er, role model, resource, advo-
cate and friend. Such are the 
duties of  the residence assis-
tants (RAs) who keep students 
safe and help them manage 
living-quarter conflicts while 
living on Xavier’s campus.
In exchange for housing 
and a meal plan, being an RA 
comes with high expectations 
and a lengthy list of  respon-
sibilities — many of  which 
are behind the scenes. Per the 
job description provided by 
the Office of  Residence Life, 
RAs must open and close all 
residence halls, communicate 
effectively between residents 
and the administration and 
maintain both a professional 
and approachable persona. 
Brockman RA Anna DeHondt poses with her bulletin board. DeHondt and 
future RA Zach Lippe detail the rigorous position and selection process. 
Photo courtesy of James Reyes-Gomez
Above all, RAs are respon-
sible for the well-being of  
their floor. 
With such hefty obliga-
tions, it is no wonder the ap-
plication process to be an RA 
is an extensive one. This year’s 
application process recently 
finished, and next year’s RAs 
have begun the training pro-
cess. 
Zach Lippe, a first-year 
mathematics major, was one 
of  the applicants hired and 
can attest to the intense selec-
tion process that lasted  two 
months.
“There are a bunch of  es-
say questions on OrgSync for 
the general application to nar-
row down the pool. After that 
there is a group interview to 
see how you work in a team 
dynamic followed by two per-
sonal interviews where we are 
interviewed by a hall director 
or a current RA,” Lippe said. 
RAs go through lengthy 
training to ensure they will be 
prepared to care for residents. 
“We have summer training, 
winter training and then a 
spring training as well as edu-
cational opportunities for pro-
fessional development,” senior 
RA Anna DeHondt said. 
DeHondt has been an RA 
in Brockman Hall for the 
last three years and applied 
because she has always been 
drawn to opportunities for 
leadership and the the idea of  
working with incoming stu-
dents. “I have a lot of  passion 
for Xavier,” she said, “and I 
like helping first-years devel-
op the same passion.” 
Supporting fellow stu-
dents was also an incentive 
for Lippe. “I really like being 
a role model in the commu-
nity and being there to help 
others with whatever needs 
they have,” he said. “I am re-
ally looking forward to build 
a sense of  community in my 
residence area.”
Being in these leadership 
roles also has a downside. 
“You’re in a fishbowl so ev-
erybody can and will be pay-
ing attention to what you are 
doing, so you have to be a 
role model in all aspects,” De-
Hondt said. 
RAs also have to strike a 
balance between being ap-
proachable while enforcing 
rules, something Lippe thinks 
will be a challenge. Though 
DeHondt understands its ne-
cessity, she dreads the disci-
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI 
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pline process. “I wish people 
knew that RAs do not enjoy 
documentation and write-
ups,” she said.
DeHondt says the role isn’t 
for everyone. Besides being 
emotionally taxing and time 
consuming, you do have to 
enforce rules against peers, 
and it has been difficult for 
her to watch friends move off  
campus. “I would recommend 
somebody who is willing to 
have an alternative college ex-
perience but who is also able 
to see the positives of  such an 
experience,” DeHondt said. 
 Otherwise, both DeHondt 
and Lippe encourage people 
with all sorts of  interests and 
personalities to apply. “You 
need to have a diverse set of  
RAs in order to relate to the 
diverse group of  residents,” 
Lippe said.
DeHondt added, “Just go-
ing through the RA process 
is a great opportunity to learn 
and grow as a person. You can 
develop skills that will apply 
for a future career.” 
DeHondt sees RAs as vital 
to dorm living and the college 
experience: “I can’t imagine a 
building without RAs. I think 
we do a lot more with safety 
than people recognize.” Be-
sides safety, Lippe noted the 
emotional impact of  RAs. “It 
is important, especially for 
newer students, that there is 
someone who can easily be ap-
proached to answer questions 
or talk to,” he said. 
March 18 Student Government 
Association Meeting Recap
?? The President’s Cabinet approved the tobacco and 
nicotine ban. The policy will take effect this July.
?? The new Police Chief, Robert Warfel, officially start-
ed his position this Monday.
?? Undergraduate participation in this year’s Pulse 
Survey, 25 percent, increased significantly from last 
year’s 11 percent participation. Due to the high level 
of  participation, this year’s results can be general-
ized to the entire campus community.
?? D’Artagnan’s Den in the Gallagher Atrium is cur-
rently being updated with new gaming consoles.
Tobacco and nicotine ban approved, Pulse 
Survey and D’Artagnan’s Den update.
Fresh events for the changing seasons
Sunday Monday Tuesday ursday Friday SaturdayWednesday
20 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31 April 1 3 4 52
21 22
SAC: Aernoon at the 
Candle Lab (Tickets 
sold 3/22 for $10)
Buses leave at 1 p.m.
SAC: Houdini’s Escape 
Room (Tickets sold 
3/19 for $10)
Buses leave at 7 p.m.
ASA Annual Gala: Ala 
anyi bu nke anyu 
Cintas Banquet Room
6 p.m.
On the Basis of Sex 
Screening
Kennedy Auditorium
6:30 p.m.
6
SAC: A Night in 
Hollywood Dance
Cintas Banquet Room
8 - 10 p.m.
Deaf Awareness Week - daily events to be announced
SAC: Day at the 
Ballpark (Tickets sold 
3/26 for $5)
Buses leave at 
12:15 p.m. 
SAC: Singing and 
Winging
GSC Atrium
5 - 6 p.m.
Sex Week -  daily events including tabling and discussions. Check schedule on Instagram @sexweekxu
Montessori Lab 
School Annual Spring 
Gala
Conaton Board Room
6:30 - 10 p.m.
Community Action 
Day
Meet at Husman stage 
at 9 a.m.
Spring ahead with SAC events, galas and awareness weeks 
Blood Drive, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
???????????
????
Up too late while 
on the job 
 March 5, 4:40 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated a 
report of  a disruptive stu-
dent at the Cohen Center. 
The matter was referred to 
the Dean of  Students. 
March 6, 11:41 a.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated a 
report of  an empty air soft 
pistol (a toy gun) box in 
the trash room of  Kuhlman 
Hall. Residence Life was no-
tified. 
March 7, 2:31 a.m. — 
Xavier Police and Cincinna-
ti Fire and Rescue checked 
on an intoxicated student 
in Fenwick Hall. The stu-
dent was cleared by medics. 
However, they decided to go 
to the hospital with a friend 
to evaluate a possible head 
injury from falling. 
March 7, 4:52 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated a 
report from a faculty mem-
ber of  a past student who 
continues to harass them. 
The alumni was issued a 
trespass warning letter and 
was asked to stop all com-
munication with the faculty 
member. 
March 8, 4:23 a.m. — A 
student reported someone 
entered their unlocked vehi-
cle in the R2 lot and removed 
a change container with ap-
Week in Review
• In the wake of  Dog May-
or Duke’s death, a town 
in Vermont has elected 
its own mammalian may-
or: a 3-year-old Nubian 
goat named Lincoln. Lin-
coln will serve a one-year 
term (March 8).
• The “Alma Otter” will 
not become the next mas-
cot for the University of  
Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign after students voted 
against it in a referendum. 
“Alma Otter” originated 
from a meme showing the 
animal wearing an Illini 
jersey (March 9).
• A Colorado library had 
to temporarily close after 
a moose settled down for 
a mid-morning snooze in 
front of  its entrance. Un-
fortunately, no one took 
advantage of  the oppor-
tunity to discover what 
truly happens if  you give 
a moose a muffin (March 
14).
• An Australian cell phone 
sacrificed itself  to save 
its owner by taking an ar-
row straight to the circuit 
board. The owner had 
held up the phone to take 
a picture of  his armed as-
sailant (March 14).
• Two St. Louis men moved 
a 150-pound couch two 
miles using only Lime 
scooters for a two-hour 
trip (March 14). 
March 1, 11:44 p.m. 
— Xavier Police investi-
gated a report of  some-
one in the Alumni Center 
after hours. Investigation 
revealed the subject was 
a contractor who also 
had an outstanding traffic 
warrant. The subject was 
re-cited to court and al-
lowed to remain on the job 
site at the Alumni Center. 
Photo courtesy of Facebook
The “Alma Otter” will, unfortunately, not be UIUC’s next cute mascot.
Spraaaanggg Breeeeaaaaaaak  
Photo courtesy of  The New York Post
William Singer is at the center of the current college admissions scandal. Parents allegedly paid Singer between 
$200,000 and $6.5 million for him to arrange a third party to help their children get into elite universities.    
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
proximately $5 in coins. 
March 13, 11:44 p.m. 
— Xavier Police discovered 
four vehicles had broken 
into in the R1 lot through-
out the day. Windows were 
broken on all the vehicles 
to gain entry. The students 
who were on spring break 
and out of  town were all 
notified. Physical Plant 
taped garbage bags over the 
windows to prevent weath-
er damage.  
March 18, 1:53 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated 
a report of  two students 
harassing a third student in 
Kuhlman Hall. The matter 
was referred to the Dean of  
Students. 
Xavier Police would 
like to remind students 
to not leave items of  
value visible in vehicles 
and to lock car doors.
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The University of  South-
ern California (USC) said in 
a statement on Monday that 
it has placed holds on the ac-
counts of  students who may 
have been associated with an 
admissions scheme. 
They will not be able to 
register for classes or acquire 
transcripts while the univer-
sity investigates the matter. 
Other universities have made 
similar investigatory moves.
The college admissions 
scandal has rocked the na-
tion’s elite universities and 
placed current college coach-
ing practices and admissions 
procedures under scrutiny. 
Last week, the U.S. Attor-
ney in Massachusetts charged 
50 affluent individuals with 
fraud and bribery of  admis-
sions personnel at elite uni-
versities including Yale, Stan-
ford and the USC.
Among the more famous 
indicted are TV stars Felicity 
Huffman of  Desperate House-
wives and Lori Louglin of  
Full House and Fuller House. 
Loughlin and her fashion de-
signer husband allegedly paid 
bribes of  $500,000 to have 
their two daughters designat-
ed as recruits to the USC crew 
team, despite having never 
participated in crew. 
Their 19-year-old daugh-
ter, famously known as Oliv-
ia Jade, gained notoriety after 
the scandal broke. Jade is a 
YouTuber with almost 2 mil-
lion subscribers and 1.4 mil-
lion followers on Instagram. 
In late September, she was 
paid by Amazon to post about 
her decorating her USC dorm 
on her Instagram with gear 
from the company.
William Singer is the col-
lege coach at the center of  
the alleged organized brib-
ery and fraud scheme. Prior 
to the charges, he operated a 
for-profit admissions business 
known as The Edge College 
& Career Network as well as 
a nonprofit, the Key World 
Foundation. 
Singer worked with near-
ly 700 clients through these 
two college coaching organi-
zations. However there is no 
indication that all of  these 
clients participated in the al-
leged schemes.
Singer pleaded guilty to 
racketeering conspiracy, mon-
ey laundering, tax conspiracy 
and obstruction of  justice and 
faces up to 65 years in pris-
on and a $1.25 million fine if  
convicted. 
Prior to the announcement 
of  the wider charges, Singer 
cooperated with the Depart-
ment of  Justice (DOJ) in a 
deal that included wearing a 
wire and implicating others 
involved in the scheme.
Students were allegedly 
granted admission to uni-
versities through multiple 
fraudulent methods. Parents 
would allegedly pay between 
$200,000 and $6.5 million to 
Singer. He would then use the 
money to arrange for a third 
party to take admissions tests 
such as the ACT or SAT or for 
coaches at various universities 
to recruit the individuals as 
student-athletes. 
In a number of  cases, stu-
dents recruited as athletes 
were not actively involved in 
the sport at their respective 
high schools. 
Direct university applica-
tions were also allegedly fal-
sified.  
The scheme had allegedly 
been going on since 2011 and 
was discovered through an 
unrelated case. 
The FBI and DOJ have 
been investigating for more 
than a year.
Admissions scandal rocks the U.S.
Colleges take action against students who may be associated with the scheme 
BY JACK DUNN AND 
RYAN KAMBICH
Campus News Editor and 
Opinions & Editorials Editor 
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Time for states to address priest abuse
Headlines of  abuse domi-
nated news cycles in August 
2018 after the Pennsylvania 
Grand Jury Report released 
the names of  hundreds of  
priests who had sexually 
abused children for more than 
seven decades. Since then, ev-
idence of  the global epidemic 
within the Catholic Church of  
sexual abuse of  the innocent 
has continued to surface. The 
Associated Press publishes a 
new article nearly every week 
about new investigations, di-
ocese reports, complaints by 
survivor advocacy groups and 
continued corruption. This 
sex abuse does not only mar 
religious institutions. Since 
places of  worship have acted 
I saw a cat get hit by a car 
the other morning. It was an 
orange tabby, crossing the 
road when a white SUV drove 
by and a wheel smacked it in 
the side of  the head. It fell in 
the middle of  the street, as 
the lower half  of  the body 
squirmed around for 10 sec-
onds or so before falling 
limp. The only sound was the 
thump from the contact. 
I was sitting on my porch 
with a friend as the scene un-
folded. After a few moments 
of  dealing with the immedi-
ate shock of  observing every-
thing, we walked up the street 
to check and see if  the cat was 
all right, but it had stopped 
moving and breathing. Its left 
eye was popped out onto the 
asphalt, and the smell of  death 
permeated the air. It didn’t 
have a collar. It was likely a 
stray that wouldn’t be missed 
by anyone because it wasn’t 
lucky enough to have a home 
Meditations on the sudden death of a stray cat
— an insignificant death. 
Insignificant because, as 
my friend said, things die 
every day. People die all the 
time, so do animals and plants. 
The world we live in is in-
habited and inebriated with 
death and dying. So, death is 
insignificant because it’s com-
monplace. It only sticks with 
us when we are witness to it, 
whether through time and 
place or relation to that which 
is crossing into that world 
of  nonbeing or otherbeing, 
depending on what a person 
believes. There is no escape 
from this end to life, and it’s 
ridiculous to try and conjure 
up meaning for the death of  a 
stray cat in the middle of  the 
street at nine in the morning 
on a Sunday. 
But nonetheless, I haven’t 
been able to stop thinking 
about that cat. I’m known to 
do ridiculous things all the 
time, and so here I am, trying 
to conjure up meaning for the 
death of  a stray cat in the mid-
dle of  the street at nine in the 
morning on a Sunday, while I 
sat on my front porch smok-
ing cigarettes with a friend an 
hour after we’d eaten pancakes 
in my kitchen.
It’s the context of  events 
that give them meaning. 
When something is out of  
place, it comes as a shock — 
that’s why a person would be 
nonplussed if  they saw dozens 
of  forks and spoons in a draw-
er. But if  that person were to 
pull back their blanket to get 
into bed and notice dozens of  
forks and spoons on their bed, 
they’d be confused. The con-
text has changed. The mean-
ing has changed from under-
standing  things the way they 
should be to some absurd re-
ality with silverware in their 
sleeping place. 
Perhaps that’s why this 
cat’s death stuck with me. I 
wasn’t prepared to encounter 
death on a Sunday morning 
while I sat on my front porch 
smoking cigarettes with a 
friend an hour after we’d eaten 
pancakes in my kitchen.
So, what’s the context of  
this cat’s death? 
I’ve only provided my own 
context for the event that hap-
pened because I can’t know 
the context of  this death for 
the cat, or for the person who 
drove by and didn’t stop, or 
the context for anyone or 
anything else that saw. I’m 
trapped by my own context, 
stuck in my own reality with 
only imagination to attempt 
to overcome the limitations 
of  myself. 
How many deaths have I 
not seen, simply because I’ve 
been lucky enough to be dis-
tanced from them? 
Even then, how many 
deaths have been insignificant 
just because I haven’t thought 
to put the weight of  giving 
meaning onto myself ? And 
who am I to decide what has 
meaning outside of  myself ?
Time will tell. For now, 
I’m trapped in a sense of  un-
certainty about this innocent 
death at nine in the morn-
ing on a Sunday, while I was 
smoking cigarettes on my 
porch with a friend an hour 
after we’d eaten pancakes in 
my kitchen. 
as the backbone of  commu-
nities for centuries, this fes-
tering wound underlying the 
fabric of  our secular institu-
tions reaches from sea to shin-
ing sea.
But the grand jury report 
was eight months ago, and 
the public is more numbed 
than motivated to demand 
change. The 300 predato-
ry priests’ names that were 
just released by dioceses in 
Texas, the confirmation that 
the Catholic Church has de-
stroyed documents proving 
they were aware of  priests’ 
predatory behavior and even 
the confirmation that six Je-
suits who worked with Xavier 
as recently as 2002 were cred-
ibly accused of  sexual assault 
read as old news. What is 
even more stale to read is how 
states are not stepping in.
Dioceses have conducted 
their own internal audits to 
oust sexual predators since 
the Boston Globe exposed 
the misdeeds of  then-priest 
James G. Geoghan in 2002. 
That year, clergy leaders from 
across the nation committed 
to a set of  policies called the 
Dallas Charter. These policies 
seek to prevent child sex abuse 
as well as make the names of  
known abusers available to 
both law authorities and the 
public for the safety of  parish-
ioners.
Fast forward 16 years. 
Once again, bishops convened 
for a prayer retreat concern-
ing clerical sex abuse this past 
December in Chicago. That 
very day, the Illinois attorney 
general reported that six Il-
linois dioceses had failed to 
name at least 500 individuals 
in their list of  alleged sexu-
ally abusive clergy. Each dio-
cese in the report claimed to 
adhere to the Dallas Charter. 
Promising to follow rules that 
hold dioceses accountable to 
an institution — known to 
have covered up this exact 
scandal in the past — is less 
binding than an eighth-grade 
chastity oath.
Dioceses and religious or-
ders such as the Jesuits have 
destroyed documents, coerced 
victims into silence, sent pe-
dophilic priests to special re-
hab centers and continued to 
place them in positions with 
children for decades. In the 
last two years, state leaders 
have begun to step in. The 
Pennsylvania attorney gen-
eral organized investigations 
in his state, and likewise the 
Illinois attorney general has 
launched a statewide inves-
tigation. By the end of  2018, 
13 state attorneys general had 
undertaken similar statewide 
task forces — it should be 50. 
Certain states’ attorneys 
general, such as Kentucky’s 
and Colorado’s, currently do 
not have the power to launch 
statewide investigations. State 
governments can and should 
alter legislation to allow these 
investigations or make ex-
emptions. Pundits can fuss 
over the separation of  church 
and state, but this is a matter 
of  public safety. There would 
be no hesitation to investigate 
allegations if  minor sex abuse 
occurred in a private school 
district or country club. 
Investigations alone do not 
bring justice. Since most re-
ported cases occurred decades 
ago and exceed the current 
statute of  limitations, cred-
ibly accused clergy escape 
criminal sentencing. This 
February the Vatican found 
former archbishop and car-
dinal Thomas McCarrick of  
Washington guilty of  abuse, 
but besides being defrocked, 
this child molester is walking 
free. States have the power to 
extend statutes of  limitations 
and expand justice for survi-
vors, but they’re sitting on 
their hands instead.
Last month saw a four-
day summit at the Vatican 
organized by Pope Francis 
to address the rampant sex-
ual abuse within the Catholic 
Church. Unsurprisingly, no 
new policies were issued by 
Catholic leadership, and no 
credibly accused clergy were 
defrocked. 
One of  the most substan-
tive outcomes of  the summit 
was that the 190 bishops, car-
dinals and other leaders were 
forced to listen to the testimo-
ny of  four women. A mother 
stood in front of  her religious 
patriarchs and recounted 
the abuse of  each of  her five 
daughters at the hands of  a 
trusted priest. She was not 
alone in her testimony, and 
neither are the clergy as wit-
nesses. Thousands of  survi-
vors have come forward to lay 
traumas that have followed 
them as second shadows for 
decades into the glaring light.
Listening is not enough. 
Survivors are tired of  sum-
mits. They are tired of  prayers 
and empty internal audits. As 
state leaders continue to play 
the role of  bystanders while 
they hold the tools of  jus-
tice in their hands, they are 
as complicit in these heinous 
crimes as the Catholic Church.
Kevin Thomas is the 
Managing Editor for the 
Newswire. He is an En-
glish and philosophy dou-
ble major from St. Louis.
Heather Gast is a Cam-
pus News Editor for the 
Newswire. She is a Phi-
losophy, Politics and the 
Public major from Cin-
cinnati.
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What does a life of service look like?
Pulling weeds at Gorman 
Heritage Farm. Immersing 
and educating myself  on the 
issue of  homelessness. Build-
ing home garden beds for 
Evanston residents. Leading 
a group on the topic of  ur-
ban education in Cincinnati. 
Staying on a farm. Growing 
relationships with men expe-
riencing addiction. These are 
just a few of  the service op-
portunities that Xavier has 
provided me. 
Whether it be Alternative 
Breaks, X-Change or Com-
munity Action Day, I have 
been blessed with countless 
opportunities to serve. All of  
these service opportunities 
have been programs that chal-
lenged me to examine what 
service means to me. 
The gifts of  our Ignatian 
heritage tell us two things 
about service. First, our ser-
vice must be rooted in jus-
tice and love. Second, we also 
must aim for solidarity and 
kinship. How can we achieve 
these goals? What does “just” 
service really mean? Just ser-
vice means that the service we 
engage with must truly seek 
to resolve a social problem. 
Just service puts the needs 
of  others above our own. Just 
service builds long-lasting re-
lationships that are based in 
solidarity and kinship.
Service that has its goal 
in solidarity is not short-
term. Solidarity is not some-
thing we can achieve during 
a spring break trip or once a 
week for a semester. True sol-
idarity influences every aspect 
of  our lives; it is not part of  a 
vocation, it is vocation. 
This is a very daunting 
task for so many of  us. We 
want to be nurses, politicians, 
businesswomen, advertisers, 
mothers, fathers and countless 
other things. Can we do all of  
this and still devote ourselves 
fully toward solidarity and 
kinship? What can we do to 
still make a difference in the 
lives of  others while living 
the lives we want to live? This 
is a large question, and I rec-
ognize that I do not have the 
only answer, nor a complete 
one and maybe not even the 
correct one. 
For me, service is found 
in relationships. Just service 
is building relationships and 
simultaneously empowering 
others. This can mean a lot 
of  different things, such as 
seeking to educate others or 
perhaps using person-first 
language. 
What does this kind of  ser-
vice look like though? Does 
this mean going weekly to a 
soup kitchen and forming re-
lationships with the people 
there? Does this mean joining 
a Big Brother/Big Sister pro-
gram? 
All of  these are great steps, 
but one question we need to 
reflect on is what happens 
when you stop going? What 
happens when you graduate, 
your schedule changes and 
you can no longer do that 
service? This can be so detri-
mental to those you have been 
“serving.” Forming a relation-
ship and then abandoning it, 
even with valid reasons, can 
cause more harm than the 
good initially done. 
This is why, personally, I 
find great value in direct ser-
vice. I would prefer to spend 
my time in service by paint-
ing a fence, filing paperwork 
or pulling weeds. Doing work 
such as this empowers staff  
members at organizations to 
spend more of  their limited 
time with those whom we aim 
to serve. In just service, if  our 
true goal is to seek social jus-
tice, it does not matter what 
role we play in the process as 
long as we are a part of  a pro-
cess. 
I think this is one of  the 
reasons I have always been 
attracted to programs like 
Community Action Day. As 
co-chair, one of  my roles is 
to read through participant 
feedback and try to improve 
the service experience. Every 
semester, without fail, we re-
ceive the quite understand-
able critique that participants 
would like to spend more time 
with children or residents of  
the programs we work with. 
This is surely quite laud-
able, but I believe it overlooks 
the benefits of  direct service. 
We aim to go to places like 
LADD and paint bedrooms 
or other general maintenance 
tasks so that the staff  can bet-
ter build relationships with 
their residents. This direct 
service isn’t lacking or less 
meaningful than other ser-
vice. Rather, this service is 
relational. One of  my favorite 
parts of  Community Action 
Day is the overarching rela-
tionships we are able to form 
— the relationships between 
Xavier and the community. 
There are nonprofits 
around that build Community 
Action Day into their main-
tenance plans. Sites block off  
the day months ahead of  time. 
The relationships that Xavier 
has been able to build in Cin-
cinnati through Community 
Action Day and its associated 
empowerment of  important 
service organizations are what 
make it worthwhile for me. 
On that day, while we are 
painting, pulling weeds, sort-
ing through donations or 
whatever else the community 
needs from us, we become part 
of  a large relationship that 
serves the deeper relation-
ships at play, a tradition larger 
than ourselves. If  you want to 
be a part of  this amazing pro-
gram, please join us March 30 
at 9 a.m. in the Xavier Yard. 
Throughout the last few 
months, I’ve sent nearly a 
hundred emails that state my 
name and that I am putting on 
a week of  programming called 
“Sex Week.” Some responses 
are jovial, others concerned, 
but overall our community re-
ceived Sex Week better than I 
initially expected. Before next 
week officially begins, I want 
to clarify exactly what Sex 
Week is and, more important-
ly, what it is not.
Before clarifying, I must 
explain where this project 
comes from and how the pro-
gramming aims to impact the 
Xavier community. Each year, 
a group of  seniors are nom-
inated to be Arrupe Leaders, 
a group of  graduating lead-
ers from across campus. As a 
part of  this group, individuals 
create legacy projects about 
their leadership. Some exam-
ples are this week’s #Queer-
FaithXU, Muskie Tigers’ 
Home Is Where the Heart Is 
program and last spring’s She 
Can, She Will project. 
What Sex Week is and what Sex Week is not
Sex Week takes on an ag-
gressive agenda to help push 
the conversation about sex-
ual health, relationships and 
consent forward on what 
people consider to be a con-
servative Catholic campus. 
The programming will cover 
what we might have missed in 
sex-ed class: consent culture, 
sexual health rights and re-
sources, sex expectations in 
the LGBTQIA+ community 
and more. Education remains 
at the center of  this project. 
I want to answer questions 
about these topics with care, 
consideration and truth. 
In our own communi-
ty, I have partnered with 
LGBTQIA+ Alliance, XU 
College Democrats, Xavier 
Students Against Sexual As-
sault (XSASA), BRAVE Peer 
Educators, Delta Sigma Phi 
Executive Board, Student 
Wellbeing Team and Stu-
dent Government Association 
(SGA). Beyond the Xavier 
bubble, I’ve partnered with 
Planned Parenthood, Preg-
nancy Center East, TriHealth, 
Crossroad Medical Center and 
Caracole for information and 
direction with this project. 
I am not conducting this 
project on my own, and the an-
swers, advice and information 
are not my opinion. Sexual 
health questions are answered 
with resources from medical 
professionals. Consent culture 
questions are answered with 
help from Xavier’s Title IX 
Program Director, XSASA 
and BRAVE. Sex Week con-
tinues to be my passion, but I 
am not the expert on any of  
the topics, and I am only able 
to put on Sex Week with the 
help and expertise of  others. 
Now that we’ve covered 
what Sex Week is, below is 
what it is not. 
Sex Week does not aim to 
attack the university for not 
providing condoms and den-
tal dams or other contracep-
tives to students, nor does 
Sex Week intend to promote 
any one healthcare provider 
over any other. Sex Week is 
not a vehicle to bring Planned 
Parenthood to campus. Most 
certainly, this project does not 
count as a visit with a medical 
professional (although people 
should see their doctors once a 
year and be honest about their 
sexual history and health). 
Sex Week is not a week to 
promote sexual relations, but 
if  that happens, it’s totally 
normal and not weird to dis-
cuss. Sex Week is apolitical. 
The week aims to educate, not 
indoctrinate with any sort of  
political philosophy. 
Sex Week comes as a chal-
lenge. I want to challenge 
Xavier to open its mind to 
conversations it has long been 
ignoring. I want to challenge 
our community and friends to 
have conversations we usually 
have behind closed doors out 
in the open — in Gallagher, in 
the classroom and beyond. 
Many of  the topics dis-
cussed during Sex Week have 
or will impact you or someone 
you know, so why not have 
these conversations here on 
campus? Why not have these 
conversations while we have 
access to dozens of  resources 
and community support?
Sex Week is a challenge to 
our community and ourselves 
to take our conversations out 
of  the box. If  we are not 
comfortable with the conver-
sations about sexual health, 
consent or our sexual expe-
riences and expectations now, 
we’ll never be comfortable. 
That only inhibits ourselves 
and others going forward. 
Ellen Rakowski is a 
first-year Private Inter-
est and the Public Good 
master’s student. She is the 
principal organizer of  
Sex Week.
Miles Tiemeyer is a ju-
nior history and Philoso-
phy, Politics and the Pub-
lic double major. He is the 
co-chair of  the upcoming 
Community Action Day.
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Takeaways from 2019 Big East Tournament action
Villanova led for the rest 
of  the overtime period, and 
though Xavier remained 
within striking distance, it 
was unable to get over the 
hump and lost 71-67.
The loss ended Xavier’s 
chance of  winning the auto-
matic bid to the NCAA tour-
nament and resulted in the 
Musketeers earning a No. 
3 seed in the NIT. They are 
set to face the Toledo Rock-
ets tonight at 7 p.m. at Cintas 
Center.
Here are some takeaways 
from last week.
Fundamentals: When 
looking at the whole season, 
the defense wasn’t great for 
a while. Throughout the last 
month or so, the defense has 
elevated itself  to another 
level. The Musketeers were 
ranked nearly 200th in the 
country before and now sit 
just outside the top 100. The 
trend continued in New York 
as Xavier held both Creigh-
ton and Villanova below their 
season averages in field goal 
percentage, three-point per-
centage and points.
Xavier also did well tak-
ing care of  the basketball, 
only turning it over nine 
times against Creighton and 
13 against Villanova. It won 
the rebounding battle against 
both teams as well. Overall, 
the fundamentals of  the team 
looked very strong and most 
likely contributed to my next 
takeaway.
The turnaround for this 
team was incredible: A little 
more than a month ago, even 
an NIT berth seemed like a 
long shot. The team was 11-
13, 3-8 in conference and had 
just lost at home to DePaul 
by 12 points. The Musketeers 
weren’t favored or projected 
to win another game the rest 
of  the season.
Clearly that isn’t what hap-
pened. The team flipped the 
script, and all the effort and 
energy that had been shown 
started paying off  as wins. 
Xavier beat Creighton, Villa-
nova and St. John’s at home. 
It also beat St. John’s, Provi-
dence and Seton Hall on the 
road. The road win against 
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Reactions to Big East swimming championships
Providence was just Xavier’s 
second since entering the Big 
East.
According to barttorvik.
com, Xavier has been play-
ing like the 28th best team 
in the country since Feb. 13. 
Until that point, Xavier had 
been playing like the 103rd 
best team in the country. The 
turnaround was incredible, 
which leads into the next 
point.
The future is bright: Part 
of  the issue for this team was 
adjusting to new roles. Ev-
eryone was being asked to do 
more than they had before. 
This year’s team lost five 
professional players from 
last year’s team, the winnin-
gest coach in program histo-
ry (Chris Mack) and two of  
his assistants. That’s a lot of  
turnover to deal with for any 
program.
There was also an iden-
tity switch that had to hap-
pen. Last year’s team had 
the eighth best offense in the 
country. 
This year’s team was ex-
pected to be more defense-ori-
ented. That shift took time 
to implement, but once it 
clicked, Xavier was a top 25 
defensive team.
That’s encouraging mov-
ing forward in the NIT and 
next season, as the four main 
contributors who are return-
ing will have minimal adjust-
ments to their roles next year. 
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Last month, the men’s and 
women’s swimming teams 
ended their respective seasons 
on a high note. The men’s 
team captured a first-place 
finish at the Big East Cham-
pionships while the women’s 
team secured second place. 
For head coach Brent Mac-
Donald, who has been at the 
helm of  both Xavier swim-
ming teams since 2009, the 
championship victory marked 
his fourth Big East Champi-
onship overall with the Mus-
keteers.
MacDonald mentioned 
that, while the first Big East 
Championship men’s swim-
ming notched during the in-
augural 2013-2014 season 
was dominant, the others 
went down to the wire.
“To have this one be three 
years in the making, essen-
tially, was pretty rewarding,” 
MacDonald said. “We enjoyed 
it a lot … The last couple it 
seemed like it was more relief  
that we’d won again versus 
really elation.” 
The men’s side edged out 
Georgetown, rallying from 
behind on the final day of  the 
event, and tallied 779.5 points 
as a squad to take home the 
hardware. 
“This one was very up-
and-down,” MacDonald said. 
“We didn’t go ahead until 
the last day. We were kind of  
fighting and clawing back all 
the way through. It was a fun 
four days.”
With two very positive re-
sults to bookend the 2018-19 
swimming season, the Mus-
keteers have remained a con-
sistent contender in the Big 
East on both the men’s and 
women’s sides. 
Even though the women’s 
team placed second, it faced 
a Villanova team that won 
every single event with only 
one exception. The final re-
sults allowed the Musketeers 
to reach the goals they had 
in mind entering this year’s 
campaign.
“The applause should go 
to our seniors,” MacDonald 
said. “Our seniors were very 
focused, very determined. 
They had this goal in mind 
for several years –– for the 
men to finish first and the 
women to finish second … 
They kept our team plugged 
in every day really from our 
offseason last year.”
According to MacDonald, 
Villanova women’s swimming 
had gone a perfect 26 for 26 
in relay wins at the champi-
onships since the Big East 
realignment. The Musketeers 
became the first to snap that 
streak.
Given Xavier’s previous 
success at the Big East Cham-
pionships, the results weren’t 
much of  a far cry from past 
seasons. However, Xavier 
does not field a diving team 
like some of  the other con-
ference opponents do, which 
makes its success all the more 
impressive. Xavier had to 
recoup roughly 140 diving 
points exclusively through 
swimming events.
MacDonald noticed that 
in the previous championship 
victories, opposing teams 
fielded fewer divers, but re-
cently the number of  divers 
has increased. 
“Now that there were more 
(divers) it was even more of  
an obstacle,” he said. “I think 
we did a great job of  not ever 
focusing on that … We just 
didn’t let that affect us in any 
way and decided that when it 
came to the swimming por-
tion, we were going to do ev-
erything we could.”
While the current Xavi-
er facilities are not equipped 
with a suitable pool to host 
meets aside from exhibition 
events, The Heidt Family 
Champions Center –– which 
is scheduled to open in 2020 
–– will include a competi-
tion-sized swimming pool 
to permit Xavier’s teams to 
swim on campus. 
“We’ve done great things 
with the people,” MacDon-
ald said. “That will still be a 
cornerstone of  our program, 
making sure we have the right 
athletes, the right coaches 
in the building, and then the 
building won’t matter.”
The success that Xavier 
has accomplished throughout 
its time in the Big East has 
been awe-inspiring, and hope 
is on the horizon for next sea-
son and beyond. 
“I think just to attract a 
new level, anything we can 
do for that is going to be a 
huge help,” MacDonald said. 
“I think it will certainly mat-
ter in recruiting for athletes 
to know that our locker room 
space is going to be top-notch. 
There’s going to be more ca-
sual space for our athletes to 
hang out. Our strength and 
conditioning is probably go-
ing to be right off  the pool 
deck. It’s going to be a neat 
building for our athletes to 
walk into and be prideful of  
each day.”
BY LUKE FELICIANO
Sports Editor
The men’s basketball 
team lost to Villanova 71-67 
in overtime of  the Big East 
Tournament semifinals after 
defeating Creighton 63-61 in 
the quarterfinals. 
Creighton got out to a fast 
start against Xavier, with 
Ty-Shon Alexander propel-
ling the Blue Jays to an early 
22-13 lead. Xavier respond-
ed well, ending the half  on a 
23-7 run to take a 36-29 lead 
into halftime.
Xavier continued to build a 
lead at the start of  the second, 
getting 12 points ahead after 
fewer than four minutes gone 
in the second half. Creighton 
fought back, eventually tak-
ing a 53-52 lead with 5:42 left 
in the game.
Graduate forward Zach 
Hankins made a tip-in with 
less than 30 seconds left, and 
graduate guard Kyle Castlin 
blocked Alexander’s three-
point attempt in the closing 
seconds to seal Xavier’s 63-
61 win.
Against Villanova the next 
night, the Wildcats started 
off  well, leading for most of  
the first half. Paul Scruggs 
gave Xavier a 17-15 lead with 
8:23 left in the first half. Xavi-
er did not trail until overtime 
when Eric Paschall made a 
three to give Villanova a 63-
60 lead with 4:06 remaining 
in the extra period.
BY DONNIE MENKE
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After nearly five years 
since his first album, Irish 
singer-songwriter Hozier re-
leased the much-anticipated 
Wasteland, Baby! earlier this 
month.  The sophomore al-
bum is an easy continuation 
of  his self-titled EP and holds 
onto his signature sound. 
While it is 100 percent an 
enjoyable album, Wasteland, 
Baby! is a step down from 
Hozier’s debut LP. Though it 
was a beautiful album, I did 
have some qualms with it.
In an interview with NPR 
shortly before the album was 
released, Hozier, aka Andrew 
Hozier-Byrne, shared that the 
album was influenced by the 
current European and Ameri-
can political climates. 
Amidst songs of  desola-
tion and apocalypse, Hozier 
said he hoped the appropri-
ately named album would 
portray “the kindness, the 
warmth and the capability of  
people, even in the imagined 
last moments, to still issue a 
squeeze of  the hand.” 
This theme fell flat in the 
opening “Nina Cried Power” 
featuring former civil rights 
activist and soul singer Ma-
vis Staples. The song is an 
anthem celebrating protest 
Hozier sings hope into darkness
BY HEATHER GAST
Campus News Editor
Hamilton show amazes with emotional intensity
BY HANNAH SCHULZ
Head Copy Editor
songs and has a passionate 
sound but has an irksome 
self-indulgence. 
The mad man cannot stop 
name dropping. In the sultry 
serenade “Movement,” Hozi-
er gives a shoutout to Fred 
Astaire and Sergei Polunin, 
the bad boy ballerino Hozi-
er features in music videos. 
“No Plan” is the rockin’ love 
song that everyone wants 
sung to them about the heat 
death of  the universe if  only 
Hozier stopped himself  from 
referencing Twitter-savvy as-
trophysicist Dr. Katie Mack. 
Filling in space with names 
is closer to laziness than to a 
quirk, especially in the fourth 
song in a row.
I wish these next songs 
did name drop because then 
I would  be further justified 
in my displeasure. Many balk 
at the length of  the album, 
clocking in at about an hour, 
and these disappointments 
not only stick out musically, 
they have no relation to the 
theme. “Nobody” is a pop-y, 
over-produced celebration of  
excessive wealth that I can see 
as a summer hit. The predict-
able inspiration-fest “To Noise 
Making (Sing)” could’ve been 
written by Pharrell Williams 
and I wouldn’t be surprised.
One more disappointment: 
“Dinner and Diatribes.” Hozi-
er whines about being horny 
at a party, which is fine, but 
the song is already a dull com-
bo of  two more interesting 
tracks. 
I dig the whole strid-
ing through Valhalla vibe in 
“Dinner and Diatribes” with 
pounding drums that you just 
have to start chanting, but 
this is done way better in the 
Icarus tribute “Sunlight.” The 
blues-y “Talk” already show-
cases carnal sexuality, as a 
Unless you live under a 
rock or have “been off  in Par-
is for so long,” you’re aware 
of  the smash-hit Broadway 
musical Hamilton. It was re-
cently in town from Feb. 19 
to March 10, and I had the 
honor of  seeing it on its final 
Wednesday show.
I’ve been in love with Ham-
ilton since the soundtrack re-
leased in 2016. My entire first 
year consisted of  having vari-
ous lyrics stuck in my head, so 
I had high expectations when 
I walked into the Aronoff  
Center. 
I set aside my bias of  ador-
ing the Original Broadway 
Cast as the show started with 
“Alexander Hamilton.” Each 
cast member was introduced, 
including the man himself, 
played by Edred Utomi. Ini-
tially, I was not impressed by 
Utomi. He had big shoes to 
fill, and I felt he was over-act-
ing his part. Over time, I be-
gan to see why he got the role. 
Utomi’s voice and emotions 
evoked strong reactions from 
the audience, and I complete-
ly forgot about my original 
apprehension. While he can 
never live up to Lin-Manu-
el Miranda — as if  anyone 
ever could — he hooked the 
audience. His performance of  
“Hurricane” in particular was 
one for the books. 
While Angelica Schyler is 
undoubtedly a key character, 
the actress in the role, Steph-
anie Umoh, was the true star 
of  the show. She was sassy at 
key moments, had incredible 
vocal range and knew how to 
work the audience’s emotions. 
She could not have done a bet-
ter job of  staying true to the 
character while also making it 
her own.
Elizabeth Schyler, played 
by Hannah Cruz, was also 
great. While she did the role 
justice, she failed to make it 
her own like Umoh. She made 
me feel devastated yet em-
powered during “Burn,” but 
she didn’t own the character 
herself. She had a lot of  po-
tential to be wonderful in the 
role, but I feel she wasn’t at 
her best.
As for the “modern ma-
jor general,” I was original-
ly skeptical. To me, George 
Washington was a large and 
commanding presence. When 
I was looking through the 
playbill, I didn’t get that from 
Paul Oakley Stovall’s photo 
and felt that the actor who 
played Aaron Burr, Josh Tow-
er, may have been a better fit. I 
was once again proven wrong 
when Stovall stepped onstage. 
He commanded the power of  
Washington and struck fear 
and admiration in our hearts. 
He was an incredible choice 
for Washington and second 
only to Umoh in awesome 
casting choices. 
Tower was also an accept-
able Burr. “Wait For It” is my 
favorite song on the album, 
and it’s a song that relies 
heavily on good vocals. Tow-
er nailed it. I love the song for 
its intense build up, and Tow-
er packed on the intensity. He 
made me love and hate Burr 
at the right moments, but his 
overall performance was the 
least memorable out of  all the 
lead characters.
Finally, there is King 
George, played by Peter 
Matthew Smith. The king’s 
character is purposefully hy-
perbolized to emphasize how 
ridiculous he seemed while 
also giving some periodic 
comic relief. I’m a big fan of  
Jonathan Groff, the original 
actor for King George, but 
Smith did an excellent job. He 
took risks that paid off, but his 
movements on the stage were 
awkward at times. He lacked 
fluidity in his movements, 
which took me out of  the per-
formance just a bit. Even still, 
he was hilarious and made the 
whole theater erupt in fits of  
laughter.
Overall, I was very im-
pressed with the performance 
I watched. The actors clear-
ly knew what they were do-
ing and executed their roles 
with dedication and poise. 
They had good chemistry and 
all worked well together on 
stage. I laughed, I cried and I 
really understood the story in 
a way you just can’t get with 
only the music. I wish every-
one could have seen the beau-
tiful performance that I got to 
see that Wednesday night.
pick-up artist drops his poetic 
parallels to Orpheus and Eu-
rydice in the chorus to admit 
he just wants sex.
The rest of  Wasteland, Baby! 
flows well and could fit right 
into Hozier’s first album. The 
pleading “Shrike” and ener-
gized “Would That I” carry on 
the tradition of  twisted imag-
ery from nature. The melan-
choly “As It Was” that con-
tinues the album’s theme of  
desolation is a sister track to 
“It Will Come Back” from the 
self-titled LP.If  you were a fan 
of  the subversion of  religious 
iconography in “Take Me to 
Church,” hold onto your hats. 
“Be” presents love as an act 
of  defiance against a selfish 
God and isolationism as Hozi-
er twists the roles of  original 
sin and heaven’s gates. With a 
snazzy guitar riff  and a puz-
zling line about Adam’s first 
orgasm, this song is sultry 
and fulfilling. 
Despite the exclamation 
point, the title track closes 
out the album on an apoca-
lyptic yet mellow note filled 
with guitar picking. I could’ve 
done without the watery ef-
fect on Hozier’s voice in this 
sweet love song, and most ev-
ery track on the album could 
benefit from scaling back to 
the gritty sound of  the first 
album.
I’m harsh on this album out 
of  love and respect for his ear-
lier work, but Wasteland, Baby! 
is a great album. The be-
loved bard has stayed true to 
his folk and blues rock roots 
while maintaining his poetic 
lyricism and stunningly gor-
geous vocals. I’m excited to 
hear what comes next — pref-
erably with a shorter hiatus — 
and anyone is free to get me a 
ticket for his show at the Taft 
Theatre on June 7.
Total score:
Hozier’s new album Wasteland, Baby! offers gorgeous lyricism and 
insightful music that gives an apocalyptic lens to our current society.
Photo courtesy of NME.com
The Aronoff Center’s performance of Hamilton offered dazzling vocals and brilliant acting. The actors’ 
chemistry onstage made for a beautiful, impressive performance that elicited a profound emotional response.
Photo courtesy of Cincinnati Enquirer
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Sonnet to 
Prague
The Mother, Prague, has given me her veils, 
And I, her daughter, shift my hair beneath
My eyes, with clawèd sighs solemnly weep
And inebriate my eyes with teary ales.
Yet I, the simple seamstress, wish to wreathe
Motes of  beauty in my garland crown
While my starlit eyes so shimmer down
The passageways of  sky, the deathless sieve.
My Mother’s venom suffocates my vein
With silent castigations’ memory 
Yet I break from her black iniquity
And from the heavens comes, the summer rain.
She chained me to her nightmare, to her bound,
Yet I broke free, with wisdom’s sunlit sound.
Aries: Be patient with your special 
someone. You think they’re going to be 
there, but they’re not there, so you have 
to try again another day. To whom am I 
referring? Your favorite caf  cookie.
Gemini: If  you miss spring break, you 
could skip a whole week of  school. That 
won’t be enough to fail you if  you hav-
en’t been skipping other classes, right?
Cancer: Be forgiving this week. If  your 
professor still hasn’t graded something 
they said they’d do over break, remem-
ber that you probably didn’t want to do 
work then either. 
Leo: You might be so fast-paced your 
peers can’t keep up with you. Take a 
breather and remember that extensions, 
excused absences, office hours and drop-
ping out of  school exist.
Virgo: Value things in life that don’t 
have price tags…except that’s kind of  
hard to do when you’re at risk of  starv-
ing without some kind of  school-provid-
ed food money.
Taurus: Spring break may be to blame 
for losing touch with time management 
skills. There’s only one thing to do now: 
set 12,093,810,297,319,287 alarms.
Pisces: If  you’ve got that buddy who 
keeps taking your snacks and “forgets” 
to give anything back in return, dis-
guise a gross alternative (like tooth-
paste in Oreos) and watch the madness.
Aquarius: Are you being expected to 
conform? Being made to wear closed-
toe shoes when you only have super 
cute open-toe ones? Wear shoes so 
cute they’ll change the rules for you.
Capricorn: Who needs warm weather 
when Xavier has you? You could light 
up a room and heat up a stage, so make 
sure your confidence isn’t wavering this 
week.
Sagittarius: Check up on your plans 
and make sure they’re still in alignment 
with your interests. Like, for exam-
ple, don’t go (or do go) into the areas 
that had an email spam of  tornado       
warnings.
Libra: The weather’s finally getting 
warmer! Maybe? Probably? Don’t place 
any weighty bets. For all we know, this 
could be another fake spring.
Scorpio: Um, where did spring break 
go? Why hasn’t college taught us how 
to make time machines? That’d be pret-
ty useful right now.
Across:
2.   Something put onto a leaf  to 
make it shiny
3.   The celebrity who appears in a 
referenced gif
6.   The narrator of  a poem on this 
page broke ____
7.   A sign wants to turn back ____
8.   The Sonnet written on this page 
is to ___
Down:
1.     Put ___ in Oreos
4.   The social media platform that 
has created a four-leaf  clover emoji that 
simply needs to be eliminated
5.     The sign that should be patient 
this week
Look for the answer key in next week’s (March 27) edition!
BY SOFIE SIMONET 
Guest Writer 
Apple – 10/10
The detail. The drama. The conflama. Apple served us Versace shamrock 
realness.
Google – 2/10
Okay Google, show me the picture definition of  “low effort.”
Microsoft – 0/10
(gif  of  Oprah doing the “well duh” shrug)
Samsung – 3/10
I mean… OK. Whatever.
WhatsApp – 1/10
The only redeeming quality about this microscopic emoji is that there’s at 
least some effort on the leaf.
Twitter – 0/10
I’m sorry my dear, you are up for elimination.
EmojiOne – 3/10
There is nothing lucky about this emoji.
EmojiDex – 6/10
Miss Thang’s design isn’t phenomenal, but she definitely goes for the avant 
garde look with the different angles and the contoured stem.
Messenger – 8/10
Her leaf  gloss be poppin’.
LG – 7/10
For some reason, this clover looks like she’s about to start twirling and fly 
off  into the sun, which is a mood I aspire for.
HTC - -2/10
This emoji looks like what finding a pot of  roaches at the end of  the rainbow 
feels like.
Mozilla – 1/10
She’s got some interesting angles on the leaf, but that bland color choice? 
Mm. Sis.
SoftBank – 9/10
Whoever designs the SoftBank emojis deserves a raise. This shamrock is 
serving body ody ody.
au by KDDI - ???/10
Excuse me? Security! Who let this fake plant in?
St. Patrick’s Day 
Emoji Review
BY TREVER MCKENZIE 
Online Editor
Comic courtesy of Dami Lee
